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1317 August 18, 1899 

POETO BICO. 

Concerning bills of health. 

Ponce, Poeto Rico, July 29, 1899. 

Sib : Referring to your letter of June 25, in reply to one from this 
office of May 25, concerning the signing conjointly of bills of health at 
this port by myself and the United States consular agent here, and 
informing me that in compliance with War Department Circular No. 16, 
May 11, 1899, collectors of customs have been authorized to perform the 
duties of United States consuls and consular agents at ports in territory 
under military government, but that the officers of this service would 
still retain the function of issuing and signing all bills of health, I have 
the honor to inform you that these orders went into effect some days 
ago, and that the function of issuing and signing all bills of health was 
retained at this port by this office, but under the same orders the follow- 
ing conditions must be complied with : 

All bills of health issued to foreign vessels sailing for any port of the 
United States (Cuba and Porto Rico included), or to a foreign port via 
a United States port, must be signed by the collector of this port as 
well as myself, and the usual consular fee is charged and collected for 
the same by the custom-house. 

American vessels with similar destination are not required to have 
the signature of the collector on their bills of health, but may obtain 
it, if they desire to do so, without any fee. In consequence, some of 
them obtain it, and some do not. 

Vessels bound for foreign ports and not calling by any United States 
part are, of course, not required to have the collector's signature on 
their bills of health. Vessels of this class, if they desire it, are always 
granted bills of health by this office. Most of them take them, some do 
not. They of course carry in addition a bill of health from the proper 
foreign consulate. 

It is needless to add that this office of course neither charges nor col- 
lects any fees. 

These facts are submitted for the information of the Bureau. The 
delay in submitting them is partly due to the fact that for some time the 
matter of fees remained in doubt awaiting a decision from San Juan. 
Respectfully, yours, C. H. Lavtndeb, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. M. 8. 



